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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JOHANNESBURG 0431 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, WZ, SF 
SUBJECT: BARITE MINING 

REE: A) STATE 040143 B) MBABANE 0357 C) JOHANNESBURG 0246 

1. SUBSEQUENT TO THE TRANSMITTAL OF REF B, RRO SWEETWOOD 
DISCUSSED SWAZILAND BARITE SITUATION WITH AMCITS CHARLES LIPTON 
(LEGAL COUNSEL EOR GOS) AND WILLIAM JORDAN (FORMERLY OE 
IMCO-HALLIBURTON-REF. C). IN LIGHT OF RAPIDLY-PROGRESSING 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN GOS AND "UNSPECIFIED SYNDICATE" 

(PARA 4, REF B), LIPTON URGED EARLY IMCO-HALLIBURTON 
CONTACT TO ASCERTAIN CURRENT HALLIBURTON INTEREST AT THIS TIME. 
BEST APPROACH (AND WITH LIPTON'S CONCURRENCE) APPEARED HERE 
TO BE THROUGH JORDAN. WE BELIEVE JORDAN MAINTAINS AMICABLE 
RELATIONS WITH IMCO-HALLIBURTON AND, INDEED, CONTINUES TO 
MARKET HALLIBURTON EQUIPMENT THROUGH JORDAN'S NEWLY ORGANIZED 
JOHANNESBURG COMPANY. 
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2. JORDAN INDICATED THAT HE WOULD BRING RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
TO HALLIBURTON'S ATTENTION, BUT OPINED THAT, WITH THE 

FIRMS CURRENT PREOCCUPATION IN ITS RECENTLY-INSTALLED 
BARITE BENEEICATION/DISTRIBUTION FACILITIES IN SINGAPORE, 
INVESTMENT INTEREST IN SWAZILAND BARITE MAY BE EXPECTED 
TO BE ONLY MARGINAL NOW. ON THE OTHER HAND, JORDAN 
TRADES WITH A DUTCH FIRM (NAME UNKNOWN) SPECIALIZING IN 
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OIL WELL DRILLING FLUIDS AND REAGENTS THAT (ACCORDING TO 
JORDAN) RECENTLY EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN SUCH A VENTURE. 
ONE POINT OF CONSIDERATION, INCIDENTALLY, INCLUDES THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF TWO DIFFERENT MINES IN THIS GENERAL REGION; 
TO BLEND HIGH GRADE ORES FROM NAMIBIA (SOUTH WEST AFRICA) 
WITH MEDIUM GRADE SWAZILAND BARITE (PARA 3, REF B). 

JORDAN IS CURRENTLY PURSUING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DUTCH 
COMPANY IN THIS REGARD AND (AS A RECENT DEVELOPMENT) 
REPORTEDLY WOULD ALSO VIEW FAVORABLY A FINANCIAL INTEREST 
OF HIS OWN IN EITHER PROJECT. HE IS AWARE OF 
THE NOTE OF URGENCY EXPRESSED BY LIPTON, AND AGREED TO 
REPORT BACK TO THIS CONSULATE AT THE FART, TEST POSSIBLE 
MOMENT AS TO EITHER A HALLIBURTON OR DUTCH FIRM INTEREST 
IN SWAZILAND BARITE. 

3. WE WITHHELD AN EARLIER DIRECT REQUEST TO OPIC TO 
RENEW CONTACTS WITH HALLIBURTON, GIVEN THE ABOVE-CITED 
DEVELOPMENTS. WHILE WE ARE STILL WAITING FOR THE JORDAN 
REPORT, LIPTON'S STATED "TIMEFRAME" REGARDING ON-GOING 
GOS NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNNAMED "SYNDICATE" ADMITTEDLY 
LOOMS EVER MORE IMPORTANT DAILY. (LIPTON, INCIDENTALLY, 
CAREFULLY AVOIDED COMMENTS ON THE "SYNDICATE'S COMPETENCY 
AND AIMS, BUT NONETHELESS EXHIBITED A NOTABLE LACK OF 
ENTHUSIASM OVER THE POSSIBLE WINNING OF A NEW LEASE BY 
THIS GROUP.) A LOW KEY APPROACH TO HALLIBURTON, AS 
(SAY) A BASIC INQUIRY ONLY, MAY THEREFORE BE USEFUL AND 
(NOW) WLL WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF NORMAL ETHICAL 
PRACTICES. PLEASE ADVISE OF OUTCOME. WE WILL, OF 
COURSE, REPORT FURTHER PROGRESS HERE AS DEVELOPMENTS 
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COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THIS CONSULATE. 

JOHNSON 
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